
VILLAGE OF VIRGINIA GARDENS 
6498 N.W. 38th TERRACE 

VIRGINIA GARDENS, FLORIDA 33166 
TELEPHONE: (305) 871-6104 

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 
VILLAGE OF VIRGINIA GARDENS, FLORIDA 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022 
MEETING 6:30 P.M. 

"Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Village Council with respect to any matter 
considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based." 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special 
accommodations to participate in this proceeding is asked to advise the Village at least 2 days before 
the proceeding by contacting the Village Clerk's office at 305-871-6104 

PRESENT: Council Members: Elizabeth Taylor Martinez 
Gabriel F emandez 
Jorge Arce 
Debra Conover 
Richard Block 

Mayor: Fred Spencer Deno, IV 
Attorney: Guillermo Cuadra, Esq. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Council President Arce at 6:32 
p.m. 

INVOCATION (MOMENT OF SILENCE) The Invocation was led by Council 
Member Taylor Martinez. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member 
Taylor Martinez. 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. Regular Council Meeting- January 20, 2022 
A motion by Council Member Taylor Martinez to approve the minutes of the regular 
Council meeting of January 20, 2022 was seconded by Council Member Conover. 
The motion was approved 5-0. 



2. BEAUTIFICATION 
A. Council Present Arce reported that the minutes for the month of February, 2022 
have been submitted. 

Mayor Deno reported that the dead palm trees have been replaced on NW 64th 

A venue. Mayor Deno asked for the Village Clerk to check with Hector Martinez 
regarding the tree trimming for William Espinosa. 

3. MAYOR'S REPORT 
A. Update regarding Trip to Miami Dade Days in Tallahassee 
Mayor Deno reported that he, Council Member Fernandez, and Council Member 
Taylor Martinez attended Miami Dade Days. Mayor Deno stated that it was a 
successful trip and that they had a great time meeting commissioners. 

B. Annexation Update 
Mayor Deno reported that he personally called Jorge Fernandez with the office of 
Management and Budget to check on the status of annexation application. Jorge 
Fernandez stated that they are working on our application, and that it should be going 
to the county commission in April, 2022. Mayor Deno mentioned that he will follow 
up with Jorge Fernandez next month to make sure that we are still on track for April, 
2022. 

C. Working on Advertisement for FDOT Project 
Mayor Deno reported that the Village will be advertising our FDOT project ofNW 
37th Street, Ludlam Drive, and NW 38th Street. Mayor Deno stated that the 
advertisement will be ready February 18, 2022. 

D. Signed Contract for Ludlam Grant 
Mayor Deno reported that he signed the contract for the Land Water Conservation 
Fund Program for $400,000. Mayor Deno mentioned that it is a dollar-per-dollar 
matching grant, which includes any renovations to the trail, exercise equipment, 
landscaping, or any other updates on the Ludlam Canal. 

E. Update on the NW 62nd Avenue Project 
Mayor Deno stated that the NW 62nd A venue Project is coming along well. Mayor 
Deno mentioned that Public Works Director Butch Martin met with the engineer on 
February 16, 2022. Mayor Deno stated that some sidewalks were already replaced 
and that the two cul-de-sacs in the area will be renovated. Mayor Deno mentioned the 
project will be ADA accessible. 

4. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Council President Arce reported that there are no citizen comments. 



5. OLD BUSINESS 
Council Member Block asked Attorney Cuadra if the fund for infrastructure can be 
used to create an app for the Village. Mayor Deno mentioned that the fund is a one­
time lump sum amount that the Village should be frugal with. Attorney Cuadra stated 
that he will receive the American Rescue Plan paperwork from the Village Clerk, 
Maritza Fernandez, and review the documents to discuss further. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
Council President Arce welcomed Michelle Morales, the newest administrative 
assistant for the Village of Virginia Gardens. 

7. PLANNING & ZONING 
A. Council President Arce reported that the meeting for the month of February, 2022 
was cancelled. 

8. PUBLIC SAFETY 
A. Council President Arce stated that the statistics for the month of January, 2022 

have been submitted. 

Chief Hernandez reported that the Virginia Gardens Police Department received a 
donation from One Beat Medical Training Supply of two AED machines. Chief 
Hernandez stated that Officer Luis Tejera and Officer Angel Otero are trained 
instructors for One Beat Medical and provide CPR training all over Broward County. 
Chief Hernandez mentioned that the AEDs will be available for all shifts and that One 
Beat Medical Training Supply will also be providing the upkeep of the machines. 
Administrative Assistant Macbeth Araque mentioned that you can view the 
demonstration of the AED machine on the Village of Virginia Gardens Facebook 
page or on Y ouTube. Chief Hernandez thanked One Beat Medical Training Supply 
for their generous donation. 

Council Member Block asked Chief Hernandez how prevalent package stealing has 
occurred in the Village. Chief Hernandez mentioned that he has had zero reports on 
packing stealing for the Village so far. 

9. RECREATION 
Council President Arce reported that the soccer awards will be held on March 12, 
2022 at 10:00 AM. 

10. PUBLIC WORKS 
Council President Arce mentioned that there is nothing further to discuss for Public 
Works. 



11. ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
A. RESOLUTION NO. 1002 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF VIRGINIA GARDENS, 
FLORIDA ADOPTING VILLAGE OF VIRGINIA GARDENS 
TITLE VI PLAN AND PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

A motion by Council Member Taylor Martinez to approve Resolution No. 1002 was 
seconded by Council Member Fernandez. The motion was approved 5-0. 

B. ORDINANCE NO. 371 - FIRST READING 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF VIRGINIA GARDENS, 
FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR A CHANGE IN THE DATE 
VILLAGE ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD; PROVIDING FOR THE 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS TO 
HOLD AND CONDUCT VILLAGE ELECTIONS; EXTENDING 
THE TERM OF OFFICE OF MAYOR AND VILLAGE COUNCIL 
MEMBERS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

A motion by Council Member Block to approve the first reading of item 1 lB 
Ordinance No. 371 was seconded by Council Member Taylor Martinez, which carried 
5-0 on rollcall vote. The vote of the Council is as follows: Council President Arce: 
Yes. Councilman Block: Yes. Councilwoman Conover: Yes. Councilman Fernandez: 
Yes. Councilwoman Taylor-Martinez: Yes. 

C. ORDINANCE NO. 372 - FIRST READING 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF VIRGINIA GARDENS, 
FLORIDA, CALLING AND PROVIDING FOR A VILLAGE 
CHARTER AMENDMENT REFERENDUM ELECTION, SAID 
REFERENDUM ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE VILLAGE IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE NOVEMBER 8, 2022 ELECTION TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER SECTION 4(6) OF THE VILLAGE 
CHARTER SHALL BE AMENDED TO MODIFY THE TERM OF 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR FROM TWO (2) TO FOUR (4) YEARS; 
PROVIDING FOR THE VOTING SCHEDULE, PROVIDING FOR 
REFERENDUM APPROVAL; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FORSEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
VILLAGE CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 



A motion by Council Member Block to table Ordinance No. 372 and was seconded 
by Council Member Taylor Martinez. Mayor Deno recommended to withdraw item 
11 C all together. After further discussion, Attorney Cuadra withdrew item 11 C for 
Ordinance No. 372. 

12. GOOD & WELFARE 
Council Member Block provided invitations to the Council for the Miami Springs 
Historical Society Event that will be held at the Miami Springs Women's Club. 
Council Member Block mentioned that there will be food catered by Chefs Delight 
and libations will be provided. 

Council Member Taylor Martinez is asking for prayers for Melanie Martinez and her 
mother Jamie Solis. 

Mayor Deno asked the Council to RSVP with Erica Gonzalez Santa Maria regarding 
the opening ceremonies on Friday, March 4, 2022 at 5:45 PM for the River Cities 
Festival. 

13. MOTION TO ADJOURN 
A motion by Council Member Fernandez to adjourn the meeting at 7:19 p.m. was 
seconded by Council Member Taylor Martinez. The motion was approved 5-0. 


